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Dedicated to preserving the ecosystems

and wildlife of the South Carolina coast
for future generations; we support our
national forest and wildlife refuges
through our education programs, advo-
cacy work and by engaging citizens in
stewardship of these critical resources.
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Ospreys are one of our most resilient
species of raptors. Nationally, the
population has more than doubled
since the elimination of DDT. The
species was one of the first studied on
a large scale to bring contaminant
issues into focus. Because of their
place atop the aquatic food web they
remain an important sentinel species.

Our thanks to AccuPrint of
Mount Pleasant for their
W

support with production
of this newsletter. E@

From the Director

Dear Friends,

In October 2015 we found ourselves making last minute newsletter edits to
address an epic flood event. October 2016 brought us another storm in the form of
Hurricane Matthew. Then a November storm in the form of the election outcome.
Once again | find myself rewriting; this time to address the political storm.

To say turbulent times are coming for conservation is, at the least, a monumental
understatement.

There are still many unknowns at this point. What is clear is that with an
incoming administration that is not likely to prioritize conservation of our natural
resources in its agenda, it will fall to the citizens who care about conservation and
our public lands and organizations like ours to step up.

We are blessed to be part of an incredibly strong conservation community here in
the Lowcountry. Partnerships within this community and our combined strength
will now, more than ever before, be the driving force to keep conservation initiatives
moving forward.

Regardless of the political climate we will always look for common ground and
understanding with our elected representatives. We do have elected officials who
will continue to support conservation and we will continue to strengthen those
relationships. We will continue to make it clear that Lowcountry citizens value our
natural resources and will accept nothing less than our waterways, our fisheries, our
clean air and our wildlife being protected.

There are no magic words or strategies. There is simply a lot of hard work ahead.
The voice for conservation of our natural resources must be strong and loud. In the
end conservation comes down to the choices each of us makes in our lives every
day. The kind of consumers we choose to be, choosing to engage in critical
conservation issues, and the values we instill in the next generation.

People choosing to engage in critical issues impacting our forest and refuges and
our communities will make the difference. Because of this | see citizen engagement
as one of our highest priorities in the coming year.

You will see many good things your support has made possible on the following
pages and | hope that will be cause for optimism. None of this work happens
without your engagement and support. We cannot make a difference without you
and we truly do need your support now more than ever. Enough said.

With deepest
appreciation and best
wishes for a safe and
happy holiday season,

Grace

Grace Lynch Gasper

Executive Director
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Habitat restored on Cape Romain and ACE Basin
National Wildlife Refuges
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The rice culture of the 1700s and 1800s  These former rice fields are now some The two projects enhanced over 1,424
permanently altered the Lowcountry of the most important waterfowl habitat ~ acres of wetlands on the refuges and
landscape. Wetlands were cleared for  in North America and our Lowcountry benefited nine priority waterfowl species
planting and impoundments and water wildlife refuges play a key role in and 29 species of shorebirds that depend
control structures were built to harness protecting and managing these places. not only on salt marsh habitat and tidal
tidal waters for crop irrigation. Today Maintaining these critical areas is no flats but also these wetlands.
these former rice fields are critical habitat easy, or inexpensive, task. This project is also a great illustration
for thousands of migrating and Your support allowed Friends of of the power of partnerships. The
overwintering waterfowl. Coastal South Carolina to contribute Charleston County Greenbelt Program,
The same systems of impoundments  partner support to two North American Ducks Unlimited, Pee Dee Land Trust,
and water control structures that Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA) and The Nature Conservancy all
provided for crop irrigation became tools grant proposals that included protection contributed partner, in -kind or direct
for land managers and biologists to and restoration of critical wetland habitat financial support to the proposal that
control water levels for optimal on Bulls Island in Cape Romain National made these projects possible.
waterfowl habitat throughout the Wildlife Refuge and at ACE Basin
seasons. National Wildlife Refuge.
Another record year for sea turtle
/ nesting on Cape Romain National You helped us provide over $10,000 in
wildlife Refuge support f.or Ca}pe .Roma
protection efforts this year. Without this
: Although Cape Romain National work as many as two-thirds of the nests
Wildlife Refuge has only 10% of the laid on the refuge would be lost to rising

suitable nesting habitat for Loggerhead  tides and predators. You helped the

Sea Turtles in the state of South Carolina Ref ugeds dedicated st
1it can receive up t divepagdolefhptehlinghachagee tg make s

' nests. This year was another record it to the sea! Read more about Cape

nesting year with over 2,500 nests laidon Romai nds nest prhopt/ect

’ IKLD . SNIheSWefugeds beache dvww.sccoastalfriends.org/programs/species -
and-habitat-management-support/




A Day in the Salt Marsh

AWhen one tugs at a single thing in
natur e, he finds it attached to the rest of
the worl do John Muir.

There is no better place to prove this
guote true than in the salt marsh. There
is also no better place to learn to be a
scientist.

It occurred to us that we often tell you
about the philosophy behind our
education programs, we give you
shapshots of programs, but rarely do we
tell you what a day in the field is really
like. Please enjoy a day in the salt marsh.

Itds 9:30 am and the bus from
Andrews Elementary School in
Georgetown County pulls up. Forty kids
who are participating in the eight lesson
Earth Stewards program file off. Today
we are on the edge of the salt marsh and
maritime forest in the Francis Marion
National Forest (our only national forest
containing salt marsh habitat!). Many of
the kids on the bus have never been in
the salt marsh before. Todayods science
lesson is about the interconnectivity
among all the living and nonliving
things in an ecosystem and about how
scientists study populations in large

areas. We review a few rules for staying We stop along the trail to look for the salt marsh food web, and an
safe in the field and then begin our hike  signs of wildlife and talk about the important indicator of the health of the
through the maritime forest to the marsh. biodiversity (an important word in the ecosystem, the fiddler crab. Following

fifth grade science vocabulary) of the best scientific practices (another fifth
forest. One time when we stop, we grade science standard) we begin with a

stand quietly with our eyes closed hypothesis about the number of crabs in
and just listen (scientists must use all the marsh, followed by data collection,
their senses in the field). counting crab burrows using one meter

Finally! We reach the marsh. We transects. At the end of the experiment
take out dur field journals and bégin we will make a conclusion based on data

a page for today Gswegogl t‘ad'r \é’%?'so'ﬁ%”w aéa} k
about four really important things the poyver_fu tool math can be, an how
marsh does; itods aSCIeNTsts Usg ’P%}h_t%?ﬂ"’ee P'% p_roblems,
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a filter that <cl e a3|9'800 AFEeY oérparsg; ﬁoangtmlntg H‘%t an
important resting and feeding place Wc_>uld_be important to_know if, as a

for many species. We review the scientist, you were trying to d_etermme
limiting factors (more vocabulary) in the overall health (or change in the

ecosystems. We make a note in our he‘;lth) ofan Ecosysteml.l he bioti d
journals that the limiting factors in s we work among afl the blotic an

ecosystems are food, water, space and abiotic factors (more vocabulary) that
shelter. make up the marsh ecosystem we also

Today we are studying a species h;a\;;a a Igt of fun d'ﬁgmg throu?h;he
that is an important foundation of pluft mud to see what we can find.



